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Spirit Buddies
● Find a buddy → chat 

● Whole Group Introductions
○ Introduce your buddy

○ Growth Mindset Check-in→ 
share something you’ve tried 

in your class 



Agenda:

1. Growth Mindset Coach (November & December) 

a. I AM A VALUED MEMBER OF THIS LEARNING COMMUNITY → RELATIONSHIPS

b. WE LOVE A CHALLENGE → EQUITY VS EQUALITY & DIFFERENTIATION

2. Tips for Using Technology to Support Accessibility

3. “Mindsets & Moves” … Balanced Literacy 
a. POPEI  presenting for SD60 on January 26, 2018

b. Save the Date → POPEI Conference March 5, 2018 (Richmond, BC)

c. Questioning to Promote Thinking → Teacher Discussion

 



November’s theme has many 
strategies for formulating 

meaningful, mutually beneficial 
relationships with students, 

parents & colleagues.



Relationship Self-Assessment ...
I usually give students tasks in which i know they can succeed yes no

I prefer not to share personal details about my life with my students yes no

My main job is to lead instruction yes no

Students’ personal lives are none of my business yes no

Unless there’s a problem, I don’t need to communicate with parents yes no

I have little patience for helicopter parents yes no

I don’t go to work to make friends; I go to work to do my job yes no

What other teachers are doing in their classroom doesn’t affect me yes no

If parents don’t show up to conferences, they probably don’t care about their student’s 
education

yes no

My administrator only observes me a few times per year, so I don’t pay much attention to 
feedback

yes no



“Fan” Letters
● Tell students they are going to write ‘fan’ letters to one another as 

a way to recognize positive things that are happening
● Show students how to fold a piece of paper to make a fan
● Work with the class to write a fan letter to a person the students 

know, such as the principal, custodian, school secretary. After 
writing positive comments on two or three folds, invite volunteers 
to suggest nay ideas that could be added

● Post a list of possible ideas to think about when writing fan letters 
to classmates … invite students to add to the list

● Have each student fold a fan letter and record his/her name at the 
top → pass the fan to someone in their group - the person records 
a positive comment on one of the folds and passes the fan to 
someone else -- repeat!!



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tjA8_HGdZ8


Giving & Accepting Feedback ...
● Define feedback → 

information someone can use 

to improve

● Class list → students record 

one or two pieces of feedback 

for each classmate

● Teacher compile information

● 4 Square graphic organizer → 

student  record in appropriate 

square  

How I act:
- Don’t be a 
sore loser at 
recess

What I do:
- don’t tap 
my pencil   
on my desk

Better 
Me

Teach 
‘tapping’

Teach 
how to be 
a good 
sport







Here are some activities to 
explicitly teach students how to 
accept a compliment or receive 

constructive criticism.
Presentation, handouts  & activities posted on http://www.prn.bc.ca/literacy/ 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/0B8ZMreyC1zV2NUhKbkh6QlkzYW8
http://www.prn.bc.ca/literacy/


Some favourites to build relationships with 
kids:
● Finding common ground
● Lunch buddies
● Two minute check-ins
● Just say yes
● Meet them at the door
● Get to know you activities
● Hand signals & code words
● Golden rule teaching
● Forget the shop talk
● Page 90-91 → Strategies to build relationships with parents
● Page 91-92 → Strategies to build relationships with colleagues 



Trading Spaces 

page 8 K-3 Practical Ideas to Spark Up the Year 
When children form friendships 
outside of the classroom, they 

develop a greater sense of 
belonging within the school. 





December theme:  
‘We Love a Challenge’
● Equity vs Equality

● Differentiated Instruction 



1. There is NO December Literacy Session
2. January Session ???? Yes or NO??

a. Set -BC 2 Sessions
b. POPEI

c. Other Pro-d offered
3. Next Literacy Session February 8th →  

“The Thing Lou Couldn’t Do” and more 
...

Feedback please ...









Differentiating with Technology: Digital Writing 

https://twowritingteachers.org/2017/10/25/teaching-digital-tools-in-writing-workshop-plan-purpose-model/




Planning Strategies to Consider ...

https://popei.sd38.bc.ca/sites/default/files/resource_downloads/K-3_Planning_Strategies_to_Consider_0.pdf
https://popei.sd38.bc.ca/




Epic Books

https://www.getepic.com/


iPad Accessibility 
Features



‘Mindsets & Moves’ 

1. How do I currently get to know students as readers?

2. What practices do I currently use to uncover students’ 

reading processes?

3. What types of feedback do I currently offer students?

4. How do students respond to my feedback?

5. What types of mindsets do my students hold about 

themselves as readers?





How to use Read & 
Write 
Laurie Petrucci



Read & Write is a Google Chrome 
Extension
Learning Assistant Teachers can access this Google Chrome Extension by 

contacting your administrator, as there is a cost.

You will then contact Craig Simmons at Distance Education who can get access 

for your student(s). He will need the name of your student and learn60 email 

address.



Read & Write Capabilities

https://drive.google.com/a/prn.bc.ca/file/d/0B6I7jcieIs5rY3VMUXMwWEhQUDA/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/a/prn.bc.ca/file/d/0B6I7jcieIs5rY3VMUXMwWEhQUDA/view?usp=sharing


Example



Using Read & Write on Google Docs

https://docs.google.com/a/prn.bc.ca/document/d/16kP7MNCkeV5zDlxoz9ELILoUX9e7swJQeKBJpa4U4gk/ed

it?usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/a/prn.bc.ca/document/d/16kP7MNCkeV5zDlxoz9ELILoUX9e7swJQeKBJpa4U4gk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/prn.bc.ca/document/d/16kP7MNCkeV5zDlxoz9ELILoUX9e7swJQeKBJpa4U4gk/edit?usp=sharing


Using Read & Write on Websites

Example:

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum-info

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum-info

